Summer Reading Assignment for 7th Grade English
The Pearl by John Steinbeck
Directions: This project is designed to expose you to both classic and contemporary
literature, and increase your engagement with text. The project must be completed
before you start school in August of 2018.
Step 1: Read. Read The Pearl by John Steinbeck. You will have to buy a copy of the
book from the book store.
Step 2: While reading, you must make annotations. Annotations are notes that you
make in the book. You will have to write in the book. If the book is not yours, then
use sticky notes to write your notes. Below is a sample of an annotated page in a
book:
Types of Annotations you can write in your book:
• Questions and Answers
• Summary of Main Ideas
• Character Descriptions
• Literary Elements (simile, metaphor, etc.)
• Motifs or themes
• Personal Connections to Text
• Explanations of Text
• Marking Important Passages

ANNOTATE USING SIFTT:
SIFTT Annotating
S – Symbols: A symbol is a literal thing that also stands for something else, like a flag, or across, or
fire. Symbols help to discover new layers of meaning.
I – Imagery: Imagery includes words that appeal to one or more of the five senses. Close attention
to imagery is important in understanding an author’s message and attitude toward a subject.
F – Figurative Language: Figurative language includes things like similes, metaphors, and
personification. Figurative language often reveals deeper layers of meaning.
T – Tone: Tone is the overall mood of a piece of literature. Tone can carry as much meaning to the
story as the plot does.
T – Theme: In literature, a theme is a broad idea in a story, or a message or lesson conveyed by a
work. This message is usually about life, society or human nature. Themes explore timeless and
universal ideas. Most themes are implied rather than explicitly stated.

Step 3: Choose a character to follow through the book or play. In the voice of the
character, and from his/her point of view, keep a journal to record his or her
thoughts or feelings throughout the story. There should be 12 entries. You should
type your journal entries, 12 font, Times New Roman, double spaced. 200 words for
each journal entry.
Sample journal entry: I wish Kino would just throw that pearl away. It is
destroying our lives. I don’t know why he can’t be happy with what we have. I
don’t need anything fancy to live my life, I just need Coyotito and Kino. I have
never read the Bible, but I think it says, “Do not covet thy neighbor’s goods.”

Step 3: Create a power point of the novel. Include 14 slides, with the major parts
of the story. Include the setting, theme, characters, point of view (who is telling us
the story), conflicts that the characters face, the protagonist, the antagonist, and
how the story ends. You will have to present the power point to the class.
Step 4: Create a poster that depicts the novel.
Step 5: Type a book report about the novel. Double spaced, Times New Roma, 12
font; 1000 words; Staple it to the poster. Include: 1st paragraph: the characters, 2nd
paragraph, the plot of the story; 3rd paragraph is the setting; 4th paragraph is the
conflict in the story; the 5th paragraph is the theme; 6th paragraph – did you like the
book, why or why not?
All assignments are due on the first day of class – failure to bring in these
completed assignments will negatively impact your grade.

I am available over the summer to assist with any questions you may have. Use the
contact information below to get in touch with us. Use the email addresses below to
turn in any electronic portions of your assignments. Always keep back up copies on
your home computer, Google docs, or flash drive!
Good Luck!

Ms. Nevanen (English – 7th Grade):
• Email: Janice.nevanen@agapeschoolmission.com
• 956-585-9773

